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ABE Promising Practice

Student Interview Project
Audience (check all that apply):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Instructors

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Managers/Coordinators

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Program support staff (intake, data, etc.)
Instructional area (check all that apply):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Adult Diploma

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Basic Skills

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Brush-up

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Citizenship

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  EL/Civics

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  ESL

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Family Literacy

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  GED

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Workplace

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other  (please specify):  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  N/A

Topic (check all that apply):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Accountability policies and procedures

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Assessment

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Budgeting 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Classroom Instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Curriculum development

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Data analysis 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Intake and orientation

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Marketing

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Performance management

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Retention/Persistence

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Staff development

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Strategic planning

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Teacher observation

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Teambuilding 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Volunteer management

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other  (please specify):  Technology Skills
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  N/A

Objectives:
1.  To provide learners with an opportunity to interview and be interviewed by fellow classmates.

2.  To teach learners how to do audio recordings using computer software.

3.  To teach learners how to upload their recordings to the school wiki for others to listen to.
 INFO  Comments  \* MERGEFORMAT 
Time needed:  Optimally, four to six weeks, for an hour or so twice a week, to develop context for the interviews, to prepare and practice the interviews, and then to do the recording and uploading.
Level (for instructional best practices only; check all that apply):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Beginning Literacy

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Beginning

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Intermediate

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Advanced

Optimal class size (for instructional best practices only):  6-20, depending on computer availability 
Resources/materials needed:

1.  A copy of the book "Listening Is an Act of Love" for each student.

2.  Classroom and/or lab computers with Microsoft Word, Internet access, headphones, and Garage Band.  

3.  A class or site wiki should already be set up.  

Procedure (please be as specific as possible):
1.  Introduce students to the StoryCorps project (www. storycorps.org).

2.  Have students read the book "Listening Is an Act of Love."

3.  As part of the class study of the book, ask students to keep a journal entitled, "My Life Story." (see handout)

4.  Pair up students to be interview partners.

5.  Prepare and practice interviewing. (see handout)

6.  Using Garage Band, record interviews and save as podcasts. (see handout)

7.  Create a wiki page for each student's interview/story. (see handout)

8.  Add the audio files to each student's wiki page. (see handout)

 

Variations or modifications:
1.  This project assumes that students have some familiarity and comfort using computers.  If not, more teacher or volunteer support may be needed.

2.  This project  could be set in a different context or use a different recording program or a different resource to post the recorded interviews.

Impact on your program or learners:
This was done as part of a larger multi-class Book Club project.  My students (all non-native English speakers) approached their interviews seriously, and somewhat nervously, but they loved doing them and were very proud of the results.  They practiced their reading, writing, speaking, and technology skills, but even more importantly, they got to know each other better and had fun throughout the project!
Attachments:

Listening Is an Act of Love Journal Writing Assignments (document)

Class Interview Format (document)

How to Create an Audio File and Add It to the Northside Wiki (document)

Garage Band Voice Recording Instructions, written by Josh Craig (pdf)

How to Create a Wiki Page for your Interview Story (document)

Other resources:

Northside ABE Wiki 

http://northsideabe.pbworks.com

Go to the "Book Club Student Interviews" folder to listen to my students' stories.

Book information  

http://www.storycorps.org/book



Name of person submitting promising practice:  Darlene Hays
ABE site:  Minneapolis Northside ABE 

Contact information:  darlene.hays@mpls.k12.mn.us or 612-668-7456 (voicemail)
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